
Arbor Foundations
A SOLID BASE TO BUILD UPON

Lesson 6: Who is Christ?



Another Foundational Topic: 

The Nature of Christ

• Today’s topic is an introduction to the 

study of Christ (Christology). 

• Given that Christ is the whole reason 

we’re Christians; it might just be the most 

important session. 



Overview of Lesson

• Christ as Content of Scripture

• The Identity and Person of Christ

• The Life of Christ

• Three-fold Office



Christ as Content of Scripture

• Common Misconceptions

– OT irrelevant to understanding Christ

– History rather than Bible as key

– OT as non-messianic document

– OT indecipherable without NT



Christ as Content of Scriptures

• What’s at Stake

– Authority of Scriptures

– Relevance of OT

– Understanding of the NT itself

• Which testament is the messianic searchlight? 



Christ as Content of Scripture

• The OT reveals the Messiah who is to 

come

• NT identifies that Messiah as Jesus of 

Nazareth



Christ as Content of Scripture

• NT claims that all of Scripture points to 

Christ

• Later authors cite earlier authors to clarify 

the messianism already present

• The OT is always pushing beyond itself to 

the Messiah and the New Covenant he 

inaugurates.



Identity and Person of Christ

• Christ is fully God (Dtr 8:4 – I Cor. 8:6) 

– Described as having God’s attributes

– Described as ruling as Yahweh alone rules

– Described as proper worship as Yahweh

– Described as working as Yahweh alone works

– Described with titles connecting him to 

Yahweh



Identity and Person of Christ

• Christ is fully human, yet without sin

– Christ had a human body

– Christ has a mind, will, and soul



Identity and Person of Christ

• Christ must be fully God to save us 

– “Salvation belongs to the Lord” ~Jonah 2:9

• Christ must be fully man to save us 

– Gregory of Nazianzus “That which is not 

assumed is not saved.” 



Identity and Person of Christ

• Common Misconceptions

– Arianism – Christ was first creation

– Apollinarianism – Christ partook only of 
human body

– Nestorianism – Christ is a union of two 
persons

– Eutychianism – Divinity and humanity are 
united in one nature



Identity and Person of Christ

• Chalcedonian Definition



Identity and Person of Christ

• Chalcedonian Box

– Side A: Jesus is fully divine

– Side B: Jesus is fully human

– Side C: Jesus is one person

– Side D: Jesus has two unmixed natures



Life of Christ

• Virgin Conception – Christ was conceived 

of the virgin Mary

• Sinlessness – Jesus took on a unfallen 

human nature

• Death – Jesus bore our punishment



Life of Christ

• Resurrection – Jesus was raised again, 

securing our justification and regeneration

– Romans 4:25 “and raised for our justification”

– I Peter 1:3 “Caused us to be born again to a 

living hope through the resurrection of Jesus”

• Ascension – Jesus went into heaven 

bodily from which he will return. 



Three-fold Office

• Christ = Messiah = anointed one

• Primarily used of kingship, but prophets 

and priests were also anointed 

• Significantly, the anointing of the Messiah 

is not through oil, but the Spirit

– Isa. 11:2 (cf. 61:1) – “And the Spirit of the Lord 

will rest upon him.”



Christ as Prophet

• The prophet speaks God’s words

• Deut 18 (cf. 34) highlights an expectation 

of a prophet like Moses

• Jesus reveals God and speaks his word.

• Relevance 



Christ as Priest

• Priest sacrifices, prays on behalf of people

• Anticipated as an office the ideal Davidic 

king will also hold. 

• Christ offers himself as a sacrifice and 

then prays on our behalf

• Relevance



Christ as King

• The king ruled over the people as God’s 

representative

• From Genesis, an everlasting dominion is 

promised to a seed of Abraham and Judah

• Christ rules spiritually over the church

• Relevance



So what?

• Why does Christology matter anyway? 


